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Jim Parrish 
 Although Jim Parrish was an avid skier from a young age, he chose to be a swimmer in college 
competing for the West Chester College swim team in various events.  Many 
snowsports enthusiasts are now thankful that Jim left the pool to get on the 
mountain to become involved with teaching literally thousands of people to ski 
throughout northeast Pennsylvania.  Jim has now been involved in operating ski 
and snowboard schools for 42 years.   

This year, 2025, Jim retired from his position of 
Athletics Director in the North Penn School District 
where he served for 40 years.  During his tenure at 
North Penn, he also served as soccer and baseball coach 
for 40 years.  His passion for teaching and coaching 
kids in a formal school setting translated well onto the 
ski slopes.  He was responsible as head of Physical education and intramurals 
director.  While still in college, Jim began his career of ski instruction at Chadds 
Peak in Chadds Ford, PA despite some objections from his college swim team 
coach.  Chadds Peak was known as “Switzerland in your backyard” with 300 feet of 
vertical and 4 trails.  A farmhouse served as the base lodge.  In 1982 the owner of 
Chadd’s Peak sent Jim to Killington Ski Resort to learn more about instruction and 
ski school operation.  Attending this event at Killington helped Jim to see the 
importance of ski instruction and the positive impact a good quality lesson has on a 
skier or snowboarder. In 1989 Chadd’s Peak closed, and Jim moved to Doe 
Mountain.  At Doe Mountain Jim served as Ski School Director for 20 years.  With 

his position of Athletic Director at North Penn, Jim taught evening and weekends.  During this period, he raised 
his two children on the slopes at Doe Mountain.  In 2009, Doe Mountain transitioned to become Bear Creek 
with its large hotel and wedding and banquet business.  During these years at Doe Mountain and Bear Creek, 
Jim continually grew his knowledge and skill in ski instruction and ski school operation.  His main goal was to 
operate a premier ski school where both guests and instructors improve their skills while enjoying their time on 
the slopes.   

In 2010, Jim became Ski School Director at Spring Mountain.  During the past 15 years Jim has grown 
the Spring Mountain Ski School from 10 to 170 instructors.  Through his vision and leadership, he has shaped 
Spring Mountain into a learning-focused ski area.  With the development of the region’s premier scholastic 
outreach program, the seasonal instruction programs at Spring sell out each year within 
days of when they first become available.  The evening youth ski and snowboard programs 
which were offered two nights per week in 2010 are now offered seven nights a week and 
sell out each year.     

To be a part of the Ski and Snowboard School at Spring Mountain is a coveted 
position.  Through Jim’s interactive leadership style, he has developed a snowsports school 
with an outstanding learning environment which is unified as it strives to achieve success.  
As a 38-year member of the Professional Ski Instructors Association (PSIA), Jim 
understands well the importance of offering a robust Instructor Training Course (ITC) each 
autumn season.  Last year Spring Mountain had record attendance at the ITC event.  Thanks to Jim’s leadership, 
the school continues to grow.   
Now that Jim has retired from his position as Athletic Director at North Penn, he looks forward to spending 
even more time on the snow.    
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